
Genuine Faith Perseveres 
James 5: 7James 5: 7James 5: 7James 5: 7----20202020    

James, Jesus’ half-brother, becomes the key leader in the Jerusalem church during early 
years of the Christian movement.  “Pastor James” wants to encourage us to live with 
genuine faith by carefully applying God’s truth to our lives. 

    

    

Summary of Today’s LessonSummary of Today’s LessonSummary of Today’s LessonSummary of Today’s Lesson    

The eighth lesson James teaches us is that genuine faith perseveres in the midst of 
suffering, sickness and spiritual wandering.  

 

1.  Genuine Faith perseveres in the midst of 1.  Genuine Faith perseveres in the midst of 1.  Genuine Faith perseveres in the midst of 1.  Genuine Faith perseveres in the midst of sufferingssufferingssufferingssufferings, , , ,     setsetsetset----backs,backs,backs,backs,    trials,trials,trials,trials,    and and and and 

    hardshipshardshipshardshipshardships    (hence: (hence: (hence: (hence: LIFE!)    

        Why?: Because God is Because God is Because God is Because God is nearnearnearnear....    

    

2.  Genuine Faith perseveres in 2.  Genuine Faith perseveres in 2.  Genuine Faith perseveres in 2.  Genuine Faith perseveres in sicknesssicknesssicknesssickness    and and and and repentancerepentancerepentancerepentance....    

        Why?: Because God is a Because God is a Because God is a Because God is a healerhealerhealerhealer    and and and and savior.savior.savior.savior.    

    

3.3.3.3.    Genuine Faith perseveres in Genuine Faith perseveres in Genuine Faith perseveres in Genuine Faith perseveres in restoringrestoringrestoringrestoring    spiritual wanderers.spiritual wanderers.spiritual wanderers.spiritual wanderers.    

  Why?: Because God Because God Because God Because God forgivesforgivesforgivesforgives    and and and and restoresrestoresrestoresrestores    wanderers to new lifewanderers to new lifewanderers to new lifewanderers to new life. 

    

    

    

Download the Daily Prayer Guide at www.claycentercovenant.com.Download the Daily Prayer Guide at www.claycentercovenant.com.Download the Daily Prayer Guide at www.claycentercovenant.com.Download the Daily Prayer Guide at www.claycentercovenant.com.    
(Firefox browser needed to view.) 
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Genuine Faith Perseveres 
 James 5:7-20 

Lesson Summary: Lesson Summary: Lesson Summary: Lesson Summary: The eighth lesson James teaches us is that genuine 
faith perseveres in the midst of suffering, sickness and spiritual wandering.     

    

Getting to Know Me:  (these questions are designed to get your group started and build community) 

1. Do you have any phobias?  If so, what are they and why?  Where do you think 
“phobia’s” come from? 

Getting Started:  (these questions are designed to “prime the pump” and get the group thinking 
about the teaching on Sunday) 

1. Was there anything said during the sermon that really got your attention or stood out 
to you? 

2. What is one experience you had in life where you had to persevere through       
something difficult and challenging?  What was that experience like for you?  What 
did you learn about yourself, God, etc.?  

Digging Deeper:  (these questions are “text-based” and designed to help get the group talking 
about the Scriptures together) 

1. Read James 5:7-11.  What do you think is the connection James makes between 
“perseverance” and the Second Coming of Christ?  Why is it important for us to 
know that the “Lord is near” in the midst of trials?  What role, if any, does the    
knowledge of Christ’s return play in your own life? 

2. Read James 5:12.  What do you think this verse has to do with the greater context 
and overall message of James?  What does it mean to simply let our “yes be yes” 
and “no be no”? 

3. Read James 5:13-18.  What has been your experience with prayer and healing?  
What role do you think personal sin and sickness play in the Christian life?   

4. Read James 5:19-20.  Have you ever had the opportunity to rescue a “spiritual      
wanderer”?  What was that like for you?  Have you ever been rejected for confronting 
a spiritual wanderer with the truth of the God?  What do you think are the biggest 
obstacles for people in doing the practice of “restoring” those who are in danger of 
falling away from their faith (i.e. cowardice; being perceived as “judgmental”, etc.).   

Application: 
1. What area of life do you think God is calling you to perseverance in?  How does 

James’s perspective on perseverance encourage and give you hope for your own 
life? 

    

October 28, 2009 Home Group Study Guide 


