
Genuine Faith Resists Worldliness 
James 4:1James 4:1James 4:1James 4:1----12121212    

James, Jesus’ halfJames, Jesus’ halfJames, Jesus’ halfJames, Jesus’ half----brother, becomes the key leader in the Jerusalem church during early brother, becomes the key leader in the Jerusalem church during early brother, becomes the key leader in the Jerusalem church during early brother, becomes the key leader in the Jerusalem church during early 
years of the Christian movement.  “Pastor James” wants to encourage us to live with genu-years of the Christian movement.  “Pastor James” wants to encourage us to live with genu-years of the Christian movement.  “Pastor James” wants to encourage us to live with genu-years of the Christian movement.  “Pastor James” wants to encourage us to live with genu-
ine faith by carefully applying God’s truth to our lives.ine faith by carefully applying God’s truth to our lives.ine faith by carefully applying God’s truth to our lives.ine faith by carefully applying God’s truth to our lives.    

    

Summary of Today’s LessonSummary of Today’s LessonSummary of Today’s LessonSummary of Today’s Lesson    

The sixth lesson James teaches us is that friendship with the world makes us a prideful The sixth lesson James teaches us is that friendship with the world makes us a prideful The sixth lesson James teaches us is that friendship with the world makes us a prideful The sixth lesson James teaches us is that friendship with the world makes us a prideful 
people and enemies of God. “Pastor James” wants to encourage us to live a genuine faith people and enemies of God. “Pastor James” wants to encourage us to live a genuine faith people and enemies of God. “Pastor James” wants to encourage us to live a genuine faith people and enemies of God. “Pastor James” wants to encourage us to live a genuine faith 
by walking in humility. by walking in humility. by walking in humility. by walking in humility.     
 

THE CAUSE 

The root cause of interpersonal conflicts according to James is our consuming passion for    
selfselfselfself----gratificationgratificationgratificationgratification....    

THE CONSEQUENCES 

God says that when we buy into the world’s belief system we become    spiritual adulterersspiritual adulterersspiritual adulterersspiritual adulterers. . . .     

The lie is fulfilling your    sensual pleasuresensual pleasuresensual pleasuresensual pleasure    will deliver significance, security, joy and         
fulfillment. That’s hedonism.  

THE CURE 

The    prescriptionprescriptionprescriptionprescription    for restoration is to    humblehumblehumblehumble    yourselves and God will heal your relation-
ships.  

Ten commands (pictures) on how to humble yourselves:    submitsubmitsubmitsubmit    to God,    resistresistresistresist    the devil,    
draw neardraw neardraw neardraw near    to God,    cleansecleansecleansecleanse    your hands,    purifypurifypurifypurify    your hearts, be    miserablemiserablemiserablemiserable, , , , mournmournmournmourn, , , , weepweepweepweep, , , , 
let your laughterlaughterlaughterlaughter    be turned into mourning, and your joy to    gloomgloomgloomgloom. . . .     

How have you responded to the evil in your own heart?How have you responded to the evil in your own heart?How have you responded to the evil in your own heart?How have you responded to the evil in your own heart?    

    
Download the Daily Prayer Guide at www.claycentercovenant.com.Download the Daily Prayer Guide at www.claycentercovenant.com.Download the Daily Prayer Guide at www.claycentercovenant.com.Download the Daily Prayer Guide at www.claycentercovenant.com.    
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Lesson Summary: Lesson Summary: Lesson Summary: Lesson Summary: The sixth lesson James teaches us is that friendship 
with the world makes us a prideful people and enemies of God. “Pastor 
James” wants to encourage us to live a genuine faith by walking in 
humility.     

 

 

Getting to Know Me:  (these questions are designed to get your group started and build community) 
1. Imagine you are stranded on a desert island and you only had three material posses-

sions (outside of the basic necessities of food & clothing).  What would you take with 
you and why? 

Getting Started:  (these questions are designed to “prime the pump” and get the group thinking 
about the teaching on Sunday) 

1. Was there anything said during the sermon that really got your attention or stood out 
to you? 

2. What “worldly influences” do you think most affect Clay County?  Why? 

3. What do you think James would say to a place like Clay County in terms of how 
Christians should respond to these influences? 

Digging Deeper:  (these questions are “text-based” and designed to help get the group talking 
about the Scriptures together) 

1. Read James 4:1-5.  What does James say the root of quarrels and conflicts among 
people is?  How have you experienced this in your own life? 

2. Read Exodus 20:5; Deuteronomy 4:24.  What do you think it means that God is a 
“jealous God”? 

3. Read James 4:6-10.  What specific instructions does James give the church for     
resisting worldliness and the devil?  Share a time in your life when you were faced 
with a situation where you had to decide between submitting to God or the influence 
of the world.  What did the process of “resisting worldliness” look like for you in that 
situation? 

Application: 
1. What is one way you sense God calling you to resist the worldly influences in your 

life?    
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