
Genuine Faith is Alive 
James 2:14James 2:14James 2:14James 2:14----26262626    

James, Jesus’ halfJames, Jesus’ halfJames, Jesus’ halfJames, Jesus’ half----brother, becomes the key leader in the Jerusalem church during brother, becomes the key leader in the Jerusalem church during brother, becomes the key leader in the Jerusalem church during brother, becomes the key leader in the Jerusalem church during 
early years of the Christian movement.  “Pastor James” wants to encourage us to early years of the Christian movement.  “Pastor James” wants to encourage us to early years of the Christian movement.  “Pastor James” wants to encourage us to early years of the Christian movement.  “Pastor James” wants to encourage us to 
live with genuine faith by carefully applying God’s truth to our lives.live with genuine faith by carefully applying God’s truth to our lives.live with genuine faith by carefully applying God’s truth to our lives.live with genuine faith by carefully applying God’s truth to our lives.    

    

    

Summary of Today’s LessonSummary of Today’s LessonSummary of Today’s LessonSummary of Today’s Lesson    

The fourth lesson James teaches us is that our faith must be alive.  When the liv-
ing Christ takes up residence in our hearts, our faith proves itself through a life of 
love, service and obedience.  
 

1.1.1.1.    Genuine Faith verifies its liveliness through Genuine Faith verifies its liveliness through Genuine Faith verifies its liveliness through Genuine Faith verifies its liveliness through actions.actions.actions.actions.    

2.2.2.2.    Genuine Faith is verified by becoming fully Genuine Faith is verified by becoming fully Genuine Faith is verified by becoming fully Genuine Faith is verified by becoming fully maturematurematuremature    through outward through outward through outward through outward lovelovelovelove    and and and and 

serviceserviceserviceservice    to others.to others.to others.to others.    

3.3.3.3.    The Protestant Reformers MottoThe Protestant Reformers MottoThe Protestant Reformers MottoThe Protestant Reformers Motto: We are saved by faith alone, but saving faith is : We are saved by faith alone, but saving faith is : We are saved by faith alone, but saving faith is : We are saved by faith alone, but saving faith is 

never never never never alonealonealonealone!!!!    

4.4.4.4.    Genuine Faith is verified by justifying its Genuine Faith is verified by justifying its Genuine Faith is verified by justifying its Genuine Faith is verified by justifying its justificationjustificationjustificationjustification    through works.through works.through works.through works.    

5.5.5.5.    Paul says, “Do you Paul says, “Do you Paul says, “Do you Paul says, “Do you havehavehavehave    genuine, living faith in Jesus Christ?”                              genuine, living faith in Jesus Christ?”                              genuine, living faith in Jesus Christ?”                              genuine, living faith in Jesus Christ?”                              

James says, “James says, “James says, “James says, “ShowShowShowShow    me your genuine, living faith in Jesus Christ”.me your genuine, living faith in Jesus Christ”.me your genuine, living faith in Jesus Christ”.me your genuine, living faith in Jesus Christ”.    

6.6.6.6.    Genuine Faith lives Genuine Faith lives Genuine Faith lives Genuine Faith lives outoutoutout    what God has put what God has put what God has put what God has put withinwithinwithinwithin....    
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Genuine Faith is Alive 
 James 2:14-26 

Lesson Summary: Lesson Summary: Lesson Summary: Lesson Summary: The fourth lesson James teaches us is that our faith 
must be alive.  When the living Christ takes up residence in our hearts, 
our faith proves itself through a life of love, service and obedience.  
 

 

Getting to Know Me:  (these questions are designed to get your group started and build community) 
1. If you had a free day to do anything you wanted, what would it be? 

Getting Started:  (these questions are designed to “prime the pump” and get the group thinking 
about the teaching on Sunday) 

1. Was there anything said during the sermon that really got your attention or stood out to 
you? 

2. The history of Protestantism has had an uneasy relationship with James.  How has your 
experience been so far?  Do you think he is expecting too much “perfection” from Chris-
tians?  Why or why not? 

3. Do you agree that genuine faith always proves itself through works of obedience?  Or do 
you think there some exceptions to this?  Thoughts? 

Digging Deeper:  (these questions are “text-based” and designed to help get the group talking 
about the Scriptures together) 

1. Read James 2:21-24.  What is the main point James is trying to make about the role that 
faith and works play in our relationship to God.  Then read Romans 4:2-5 & Galatians 
3:16.  How do you explain what seems to be a contradiction between Paul & James? 

2. Read James 2:14.  How would you answer the question that James poses?  Is it possible 
for someone to be saved by faith without any works?  Discuss. 

3. During the sermon, a quote from Martin Luther was given:  

“I wish to have the words ‘without works’ understood in the following manner: Not that the 
righteous person does nothing, but that his works do not make him righteous, rather his 
righteousness (given through Christ) creates works…since Christ lives in us through faith so 
he arouses us to do good works, through that living faith in His work (done through the 
cross and resurrection)”. 

How do have you experienced Christ “creating” works within you?  Also read Rom. 6:1-4 
& Eph. 2:8-9. 

Application: 
1. What is one way you sense God calling you to “demonstrate” your faith through your 

actions?    
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