September 13, 2009

Studies in James

James 1:19 - 27

James, Jesus’ half-brother, becomes the key leader in the Jerusalem church during
early years of the Christian movement. “Pastor James” wants to encourage us to
live with genuine faith by carefully applying God’s truth to our lives.

Summary of Today’s Lesson

The second lesson James teaches us that we must not simply be “hearers” of the
Word but also “doers”. The secret to being a “doer” is to live in continual
amazement of the gospel (see also 2 Peter 1:3-11).

1. Obedient Faith is first and foremost a receptive faith.
2. Obedient faith is recollecting faith.

3. Obedient Faith is an active faith.




Home Group Study Guide September 16, 2009

James 1:19-27

Lesson Summary: The second lesson James teaches us that we must
not simply be “hearers” of the Word but also “doers”. The secret to
M being a “doer” is to live in continual amazement of the gospel (see also

2 Peter 1:3-11).

(these questions are designed to get your group started and build community)
1. What was your favorite family activity?

(these questions are designed to “prime the pump” and get the group thinking
about the teaching on Sunday)

1. What was one principle/idea/thought that stood out to you from Sunday’s sermon?
What do you find to be the most challenging aspect of being a “doer” and not just a
“hearer?

3. Itwas stated in the sermon (referencing John Bunyan) that if we tell people “God loves
you” that will motivate them to do whatever God wants because they will be over-
whelmed by grace and not see God’s love and forgiveness as an excuse to indulge sinful
behavior. Do you agree or disagree w/ Bunyan on this?

(these questions are “text-based” and designed to help get the group talking
about the Scriptures together)

1. James argues that the key to fighting sin, etc. is to “receive” the implanted word. This
probably refers to the Holy Spirit working within our hearts to understand and receive the
gospel. Read Jeremiah 31:31-34. What does God promise to do within us through the
“new covenant”?

2. James says that we will be blessed if we “do” the word and live out what God has put
inside of us. Share a time in your life when you received a blessing through making a
hard choice or doing the right thing despite the obstacles that were there. How did this
experience strengthen your faith?

3. Read 2 Peter 1:3-11. Read v. 9 again. Why do you think Peter connects a lack of
growth/maturity in the Christian life with “forgetting that we have been cleansed from our
past sins”? What difference has the forgiveness of your sins made in your own level of
obedience? Does your experience line up with what Peter teaches? Why or why not?

1. Whatis one area of your life that you sense God calling you to be not just a “hearer” but a “doer?

What is one practical thing you can do this week to help “remind yourself” of the gospel and
the forgiveness of your sin?



